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S7 HALL OF FAME 542 PAUL SISKIN
MEMBERS by Julie V. lovine

S10 RAND ELLIOTT
by Edie Cohen

518 GAETANOD PESCE
by Edie Cohen

526 ANNABELLE SELLDORF

by Raul Barreneche
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understated and well tailored as
a Jil Sander suit she might wear.
At Abercrombie & Fitch on Fifth
Avenue, Selldorf turned up the
volume. QOak louvers, steel-framed
vitrines, glass-tiled stairs, and
leather-upholstered furniture off-
set theatrical lighting and aggres-
sive “sex sells” merchandising.
The project that raised her pro-
file most dramatically was the
elegant transformation of a 1914
beaux arts mansion by Carréere &
Hastings into the acclaimed Neue
Galerie New York. Here, she skill
fully balanced historic restoration
with modernist interventions, an

accomnplishment perhaps due in
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part to her European upbringing.
The daughter of Cologne archi
tect Herbert Selldorf, she moved
to the U.S. to earn an undergrad-
uate architecture degree at Pratt
Institute, then completed a mas-
ter's at Syracuse University's pro-
gram in ltaly.

Turning a 13th-century palazzo
in Venice into a spare but sump-
tuous residence for the Fondazi-
one Ortamila's visiting artists and
writers, she meticulously restored
carved wood beams and marble
floors while adding painted-steel
banisters and bare-bulb pendant
fixtures. On the Spanish island
of Majorca, she updated a 15th-

century mansion for a Swiss art
collector’s family.

Last year, Selldorf channeled
her passion for craftsmanship into
Vica, a collection of furniture and
lighting. The line includes reedi-
tions of her father's furniture from
the 1960's; objects developed as
custom components in building
commissions, including light fix-
tures for the Neue Galerie; and
new pieces that evoke her mod-
ernist sense of luxury. “I'm happi-

est,” she says, “when | get to think
across disciplines, from urban
context to interior details.”

Prestig

commissions keep roll-
ing in. Selldorf recently completed
one of the Houses at Sagaponac,
the starchitect development in
Sagaponack, New York. Now she’s

at work on apartment buildings
New York, a house in Colorado,

and an Abercrombie flagship in

London. Billboards or not, this i

Selldorf’'s moment to shine.
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